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just pay it". He then had the temerity to suggest that his actions were permitted 

because he had the approval of his subordinate staff. This egregious behaviour 

does not reflect well on UM, the profession and on the administration of justice, as 

prohibited by the Code.

65. Society Counsel submitted several cases, including SCC authority (McDougall), that 

the standard of proof applicable to this case was on a balance of probabilities, and 

there can be little doubt that this is correct, even where the allegations against the 

Member are so serious. However, we simply add that even if the standard had been 

the criminal standard of beyond a reasonable doubt, the Panel would have been 

satisfied that proof was sufficient.

66. For all of the above reasons, this Panel finds that Jonathan Black-Branch has on 

many occasions breached his duty of integrity and has therefore committed 

professional misconduct and/or engaged in conduct unbecoming a lawyer. The 

parties may now proceed to schedule a hearing on issue of penalty. 

_-JI,. 
DATED this ).1_ day of December, 2023.

6�11� 
Grant Mitchell, K.C. 


